	[image: image1.png]



Teaching Culture! 


www.teaching-culture.de


Name of activity:
Picture this!
Type of activity: 
Discussion and production of pictures

Topic: 
What pictures say about cultural values

Material: 
Prompt set of photos describing the teacher’s culture.

Some large sheets of paper and coloured pens which participants can use to sketch out their ideas.

Number of learners: 
At least 4, no upper limit but should be of mixed cultures or at least of different cultural origin than their trainer.

Language level: 
B1 and above

Time: 
60 minutes

Goal: 
At the end of the activity participants should be able to recognise the multiple interpretations one picture can have depending on one’s cultural perspective.

Possible challenges:
It is difficult for participants to know what is distinctive about their own culture (apart from stereotypes). Therefore it might be easier for participants to prepare pictures of other cultures with which they have some familiarity.

Preparation: 
A set of 6-10 pictures representing aspects of the trainer’s culture. These should avoid stereotypes and reflect commonly held values or commonly observed events. (This might require a computer projector or similar).

Procedure: 
1. The trainer presents a selection of 4-8 pictures representing their culture and asks participants to discuss why they think each picture has been chosen. (Can be done in small groups, pairs or even as a written exercise).


2. The pairs or groups are then asked to discuss which pictures they would choose to represent their cultures. This is then presented to the main group.


3. The whole group can then explore the differences in perceptions revealed by the small group choices.

Follow up: 
It would no doubt be interesting to the whole group for the participants to find actual pictures to represent their ideas, most likely from the internet.


Further discussions could include:
How many of the chosen pictures are well-known stereotypes and why?

- Were any of the pictures chosen unexpected to the


rest of the group? Why?


· Are there any differences between what nationals and expatriates/immigrants choose?

Do nationals find it more difficult to choose pictures

than expatriates or vice versa?

